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As provided above, the 
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present rejections tjiade final "are 

: ' ;■ j 

whijch is newly citeji in the Final 
Office Action. Independent ' claims 1 and 39 wjere previously 
amended in response to the Examiner's initial Office Action. For 



user" was amended to read .-- 
under at least one foot of a 



limitations added td : the original 
been expected to be claimed," 



the following reasons, the 

claims " should reasonably have 

making the finality of the rejection premature 

In our response to the initial Of f ice ; Action, the original 

claim 1 term * configured for placement under at least one foot of a 

configured fori weari4g by placement 

j. ! . 

user i— which dhoiild reasonably have 



been expected based on the subject matter of dependent claims 5-10 

j] !:. 
which is drawn to sensors being mounted or inserted into wearable 

footgear. 

The original claim 1 term ■ "at 

to said at least one stimulation 



control signal for stimulating 

i i ' J 

read at least jone . stimulator 

part of said user, responsive ito said 

at least one stimulation control Signal for jstimulating said body 

been expected 
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of the finality jof the 
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based on the subject matter of 'dependent claims l|9.-24, which is 
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SECTION 112, SECOND | PARAGRAPH REJECTIONS 



The 



Claims 1-70 have been 
§112, second paragraph, 
objections to claims 1, 17, 
46, 58, and 66-70 have been kmerid^jd. 
believe that the grounds for 
in condition for allowance. 
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diagnose whether or not the) subj 
his/her balance correction, j See, 

i 

49. The support platform jis not "conf ignored ; for wearing" as 

I i : \ ■ i i I : 

required by the claim nor arp the^ "sensors placed 'under at least 

one foot" . Indeed, the transducers 50 and 54 are disposed at the 

pitch and roll points. Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully 

3 9 and all claims defending therefrom 



assert that the claims 1 and 
are not anticipated by Allum. 

Independent claims 1 



and 



ect has aijiy abnormalities with 
e.g., Allum, 9, lines 45- 



: M i 

39 further recit'e that the at 



least one stimulator is "attachable to a body surface part of said 



user" and, furthermore, that the 
said body surface part", which !(^er claims 

i 

leg. ! 



Allum, however, teaches providing 

i 



signals" to "stimulate the vestibular nerve" in the j ear canal 



See, e.g. 



Id. 



col. 26, l;ines 



57-58, 



stimulator; is \ for ^stimulating 
31 knd '63 ) can be a 



M varying electrical 



The vest ibular nerve , 



however, is not a "body surface part" as required | by the claims. 
Accordingly, the Applicants respe^tf ully asssrt that the claims 1 
and 39 and all claims dependjing ^herefrom aire n6t j anticipated by 
Allum and are in condition fojr allowance. 



SECTION 103 (a) 



Claims 5-10, 20, 42-45, 
103 (a) as unpatentable over 
6,174,294 to Crabb, et al . ; 



REJECTIONS 



and 4' 9 stand rejiected tinder 3 5 U.S.C. 



Allum 



! I 

in view of U.'IS.i i Patent Number 



claims 11-13 stand rejected, under 35 

' • ! ! i 1 i 



U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over Allum in view 'of U.S. Patent 

i ' : i „ • I i i 

Application Publication Number 2002/0055779 to Andrews;! and claims 
38 and 67 stand rejected uncjler 35 U.S.C. 103 (a ) ! as unpatentable 
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above amendments and for the feascjns provided above 
The shortcomings of the Allujm reference have 
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below, 
n discussed 
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and 
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above. Nor can any of the 

make up for the deficiencies <->f trie Allum reference 
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As provided in our previous response, Crabb 
stimulation function and, more specif ically, the body purface part 

stimulation of the invention as clkimed. 

i ■: 

Also, as provided, in outf prejyibus response, Andrews provides 

i! I ! l . 

a system to block neural activities, an "electrical j nerve block 

and the like. 

a's ja stimulus, 

! Furthermore, 
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iki it he art for 



for clinical use" such as jto reduce spasticity 
Since Applicants' electrical j sighals are applied 
the teaching of Andrews is ; completely opposite. 
Andrews would not be looked ;to £>y those skilled 
suggestions for use in a systiem operating to achieve a completely 



opposite goal. Andrews 
stimulating signal. 



fails i 



to disclose 



Confer teaches a sensor jsyst||em and not r a combined sensor and 



stimulator system so adds notching! 

in the art would not look to 
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stimulator system for maintaining balance 



claims 37 and 38 do not reqjaire|i 

part a function of ankle angle 
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suggested in Confer or Allum. I ;: 
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The Examiner is encourjaged; 



attorney to discuss any mattiar tijhat would expedite allowance of 
the present application. . 
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